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Comfortye, eomfart j's tny tr)dlpte... - ar..)lgr-t-
Ent andfamousline ftoin Handel,s e.pic mas_
terptece, Messiah, is now tretifleofan oper,
atic musical borne fhom dusty Bloekombos
streets.

UnforgettabLe childhood moments oftejl
sha e the rest of our lives, personalifies ar_.
lormed byttlem andlheyarefortliebestpart
rostakic and \rholesome.

But not lilr e.veryone. espscially lh ose who
grew-llp in mlpoytri$he.d Cape Town cD[r-
lnmtfr e-s_

Mali Kwatsha (19), from Rloekombos was
oniy live when helea.rnedhe was abandoned
on a durlpsite byhis moll:ler a memory tlat
e"vokes mLtch emotlonat pair

An atcoholic, Mali's mother waslost to the
thriving shebeen life in lhe township, where
a st:ing ol social ills tre employed to cope
with everyday reallty.

"Neither my father nor I ever knew whv
she did it, bul I bclieve that atcohol had
kiliedherlovefor me." Malisavs in an inter
view \flith fuger&trger.

E1ls anquished father, a construction
worker, found hirr 1a€r that night after re-
tumi.ng home firom work and raised hls son
alone. lds mother never retmted.

Mali is one ofz{ teens iI rre Bloekomhog
Secondary School ci-toir who will be per
lbrming in lhis much anticipatetl rnuslcal
theatre production, a y€tr 6rd a half j, ltre
making.

Autobiograpllcd
Mali's story andfftose ofhispe.ers ouflines

the aulnbiogaphical texts and songs tbr
Comfqfi. ye, which comes to Artscape in
March.

"I waited them to create fl.}elr own story,
which started irr a 10day workshop {uring
December 1I). T\ey penned lhe"ir storiei

Nasiphi Nto6imbi, Jason MalG, Mali Kwatsha and slbuyiseto N)..ri[ durlra a rehearsar last vreek
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and I used it as material to write the text,,,
Gennan sfage direlrtor and librettisl Robert
Leftrneier explains.

Lehmeier is associated to Umculo produc
tions, all inkrnational mlrsic organlgatjon
lhat supports lasfing social change throurh
nrusic in South Africa.

He describes lhe piece as hest wrenchirg
and eripping, with a dee,ply spiritual underl
alrrent,

'It is stDries oflove and deafh in the midst
(,f abjrct poverfy, sBhstance abuse ancl teen
age fireE$ancles, and the tifle Cbmfort ye
brilliantl.y encompaass the theme of the
productlon. How to overcome and find hope
when everydiing ssms so dmperate." ire
says.

'The main storv ravolves 3round one dav

in tl1e life of a young man in Biop.komhos.
Ifs six o'clock jn the morning, he kisses a
girl, then runs away as lhe police aflrive. lt
js a dark storv. [1il1 olanlbiguity and shadow,
bul fmfu its v{ay tu an optlmistic,:onclu-
sion."

Formerly, dle jaughing stock olthe choir
worl4 the 24 piece ensemble ofBloekombos
SecoBdary choir wlll sing arld act alongsi{e
eight professiorral singers and aetors and a
baroque chamber orchestra in this piece
dlat erccrrrpasses several choruses and afi-
as {rofi Mesiah-

Final rehetrsals sterted iwo wee_ks ago,
ard Bloekombos Secondary Ls a hive ofacfiv,
dy every w€ekdav aftem1oon.

Lefrmeier uud di-rectrr Shjfley Apthory
agree: 'These youngsters are great and we

are very impressed wifli them. It was a joy
to irork witi fhern. They are hlented ard
their petfomances arehonest andDow.erfi]]
wjfh a stage presence ha-d to emrrlale.,,

Jason Make (17) says ffiis F_xperie.nce has
chanee.d his life for the better.

"It motivated me and made me wiser. It
taughtmehow to make good decisions in 1i&
and horri to distiaguish the right paft ftom
tlie wrong," he said_

Conftlene and cq.rag!
'As a per{orrner it taught rie contlde}lce

mrd how to project aid acl,' he adrts.

.-Both.Sibuyiselo Nywili (1S) and Nasiphi
Irltosimbi, tre ercited to perform on tiie
99m9 stage that brorrght soprano pretw
Y*rde fanre.

"We had so much tun and carl't wait for
t]]e operingnight.Beingpsrt of C_amftt,.t ye,
made us proud and gave us cou.age.,; Sibuy-
iselo says.

Although most of ihe voungsters feel a ea
rser !n flie performance arts is irot what will
ultimately hff them out ofpoverlrJ, they do
agree fliat thls expaience has gival them
Are courage snd !,yillpower to llnish school.
advance lertidy education alrd work to
wards thBir rspective dreams.

"I never knew I could sirg this wall, but
conlirlg from a f[(]I ha]me, I can,t pilt rny
dreams on singing alone,,, says Ma.li.

"I will have to stuily dn(l ll.I-id a good job
to support ruy fafher and I and build a be.tter
life for my farnily."

One lJiing is for ewe drough- come 6
Mdrch, marrv a chi.tdhor,i.l ckeilis will conre
true.
) Ttl€ lsgrid premiere performance of,,Comfort ye,,
which has akeady received inte{national invitatiom,
iaks phce at Artsape's Dratna Theatre on 6 March,
at i9:00, with further peformances on 7 and I l\,larch
at i5:0o-Tickets are aiBjlable atcomputicketand Art-
sca@ Box office, They range from R50 - 1ZO per per-
son_
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As the leader in prirrate education we also offer
accrediGd, universiff equivalent degreer and diplomas
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